FINAL, MULTI-MEDIA RESEARCH-BASED PROJECT 

	

	* You will create a Power Point presentation
1. Choose as your topic: any ONE of the following:

a. any ONE of the authors we have studied this term

b. any one of the social issues these authors’ works have examined (loneliness, following tradition, racism, science versus religion, women’s rights, environmentalism, change, materialism, individuality, gambling as addiction, pride, colonialism, faith, etc.) 

c. any cultural phenomenon related to the literature we have read

d. any conflict (anything from all-out war to psychological conflicts [self-esteem issues, split personalities, the psychology of a murderer, spousal emotional or physical abuse, etc.])

Choose that in which you have an interest; I deliberately make the categories broad so that you can travel a path of discovery in something that intrigues you.

2. Choose as related to that topic a specific period and a specific nation.  

3. Form a research question – what do you want to find out? – and research that chosen topic and its related period and nation to discover:

	a. The answer(s) to your question.

b. History/Progression/Definition.

	c. Representations/manifestations and effects of this topic. 

d. A conclusion you can reach about the topic and that you can use to frame your presentation of the research. 

4. Make an annotated bibliography, for which you will do the following [Partial posted in DF]:

	a. Record the information about the source (author, title, etc.) in MLA format.
b. FOR EACH SOURCE, write a total of 75 - 150 words  which detail the following information IN ANY ORDER AND in a literate, coherent, unified paragraph:
1. State in what datebase you found the source and what search terms you used to find it.
		2. Summarize the basic premise/thesis/controlling idea and scope (how much about 			that topic gets covered, what slants/angles get taken, etc.) of the text.
		3. Evaluate the background and authority of the author and text. (What degrees, 				research, experience, etc. does the individual have?  Are they enough to make his/her 			opinions valid?  Why?  What sources of information has the writer used/where does 			he/she get the information?  Do these sources suffice to make the text valid?)
		4. Comment upon the targeted audience.  (Can the lay-man understand the text, or is it 			written for scientists, etc.  HOW do you know this fact? [Hint: check the publication’s 			readership, the vocabulary level, use of references, etc.])
5. Explain the way this work will -- or will not -- fit in with the other sources you have found.  (Will it contradict other findings, support them, introduce them, offer a comparison, serve as background material, what?)  --- YOU WILL SUBMIT THIS ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY AS ONE PART of the final project on 4/30).

5. Include the following types of sources:

	a. a minimum of one book (copyright no earlier than 2010)
	b. a minimum of 3 SCHOLARLY journal sources
	c. a minimum of 1 other type of source: archives, primary source, news article, etc.
	c. a minimum of 1 interview
d. a maximum of one, VALID Internet source (not counting archives, images, primary source documents obtained digitally)

6. Conduct an interview of someone in some way related to your topic and take notes of that interview. [To be posted in DF]
	If you were studying communism, you might, for example, interview someone who once lived in a communist nation.  Or, if you were researching Islam, you might interview someone who practices that faith.  If you were researching some historic topic, you might find an expert in the field, and e-mail that individual with a list of questions.  (Remember: we have experts right here on campus, and the Internet makes possible communication to far distant lands.)  If you have trouble deciding how to fulfill this requirement, please query me, and I’ll help you set something up. ** The Internet is full of valid interviews, documentaries, NPR shoes, etc., all of which offer usable interview sources you may use.

6. Take notes from the research material you have. (Your notes will also become part of the project.)

7. Based upon that research:

a. Create your own short story that REFLECTS what you have learned about what you have studied/researched AND adopts the conventions of the literary period and nation [or author] you have studied AND the conventions of the short story genre we have studied this term.

	b. Complete any ONE of the following in as creative a manner as you wish:

1. a web site that highlights/showcases your new knowledge AND your original story.  
					
Include:
 a title; 

table of contents; 

introduction; 

graphics of some kind; 

your notes in some form (outline, bulleted catch phrases, etc.);

your original story; 

an explanation of/reflection on the ways your story reflects on the research; and 

the annotated bibliography.

					OR
2. a Power Point presentation or video or video stream that highlights/showcases your new knowledge AND your original story.    

Include:
a title; 

table of contents; 

introduction; 

graphics of some kind; 

your notes in some form (outline, bulleted catch phrases, etc.);

your original story; 

an explanation of/reflection on the ways your story reflects on the research; and annotated bibliography




